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AUSTIN’S ATLAS WALK #1: Walls and Voids (and the voids we find within walls)

April 27th, Capital steps @ 10am. Group Walk until 11:15, then meander back to the Capital steps. Meet/debrief @ 11:45

TO PONDER: CAN YOU RECALL A PERSONAL MEMORY /MEMORABLE EXPERIENCE RELATED TO A VOID OR A WALL2

WALL Etymology: From Middle English wall, from Old English weall (“wall, dike, earthwork, rampart, dam, rocky shore, cliff"), from
Proto-Germanic *wallaz, *wallg (“wall, rampart, entrenchment”), from Latin vallum (“wall, rampart, entrenchment, palisade"), from
Proto-Indo-European *wel- (“to turn, wind, roll"). Cognate with North Frisian wal (“wall"), Dutch wal (“wall, rampart, embankment”),
German Wall (“rampart, mound, embankment"), Swedish vall (“mound, wall, bank”). More at wallow, walk.

NOUN: 1) Each of the substantial structures acting either as the exterior of or divisions within a structure. 2) A point of desperation.
3) A point of defeat or 4) An imped to free mo . 5) A barrier. 6) A divisive or containing structure in an organ
or cavity. 7) A personal notice board listing messages of interest to a particular user.

VOID Etymology: From Old French vuit, voide (modern vide) NOUN: 1) an empty space; emptiness 2)something experienced as a
loss or privation 3) a gap or opening, as in a wall 4Ja vacancy; vacuum.
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STIES:

A) AMPHIBIOUS TREE - Thousands of Lady Bird Lake trail users
head west under the 1-35 bridge and then pass this magnificent
pecan tree each day, its amphibian-faced inhabitant hidden in
the tree's cool shadows on the northwest side its trunk. Species:
Pecan, Carya ilincinensis

B) OLD HIPPY TREE ~This long-haired hippy, this classic live cak,
is @ relic living in @ new world. The sprawling branches of native
live caks are typically not compatible with downtown density, but
this is an exception. Walk inside the flcor-to-ceiling canopy for a
green urban oasis. Species: Live oak, Quercus virginiana

C) MARFA TREE - Look closely at this small elm at northwest
corner of the intersection, and in it you'll find a tumbleweed from
West Texas. Look even closer, and you will find a bird has made
its roost in the tumbleweed. Species: Elm, Uimus

D) MELTED WAX TREE - Within this tree, located just a few steps
south from E 3cd St along the Palm Park trail and next to Waller
Creek, strange forces are at work. Globular protrusions, squirrel
perches, emerge and give the tree a melted appearance. Species:
Durand oak, Quercus sinuata

E) SQUARE ROOT - This twisted mass of roots are boiling up and
aver the edge of the tiny, hard-armored

box allotted for this tree. Imagine what our urban landscapes could
look fike if the organic shapes of green infrastructure defined the
hard surface space instead. Species; Live oak, Quercus virginiana

F) E.T.REE - Trees recover from old pruning wounds by growing
new tissue and sealing it over instead of repairing the wood tissue.
Inthe case of this tree just north of =Rayal Blue Grocery, this alien
face is frozen in the response wood on Its trunk, ready to greet
and terrify those who want o believe. Species: Live oak, Quercus
Virginiana

G) HIPPO FACE TREE - There is a silent, insidious hippocracy
at the State Capitol. Not that one, the one that is emerging from
the southeast comer of the lawn near the Capitol Visitors Center.
Species: Post oak, Quercus stellata

H) MEDUSA TREE - Once nourished and protected by tidbits of
food and water between the crack in concrete, this tree emerges
and fights against the bridge. View this long-term battle by
standing on theWaller Creek bridge’s south side. Species: TBD

1) SNAKE-BITE TREE - As you walk across the sidewalk on south
side of 12th Street over Waller Creek. gaze into the serene little
piece of wildemness in the middle of the city. Then, lcok down and
to the left at the bridge handrail and EEK ITS A SNAKE-TREE
“biting" the bridge handrail.

Species: Chinese tallowtree, Tradica sebifora

J) WOMAN TORSO TREE - In the grassy strip between the the
parking structure and tho sidowalk on tha south side of 12th St,
behold the veluptuous form of a nude female torso. (Look towards
the edge of the parking structure that's closast to the creek. Got
wood? Species: Live oak, Quercus virginiana

\.' Yty

K) ELEPHANT TREE - From the southeast comer of N Congress
Ave ard 15th S, & short elevalted driveway leads you to the site of
an epic battle between man and nature, The tree, the sidewalk, the
curb and the handrail are duking it out. Place your bets. Species:
live oak, Quercus virginiana

L) JAYWALKING TREE - Sometimes the magnificent and the
beautiful are above the law. Sometimes they break the rules
without remorse. This one is jaywalking in the street, near 13th
St and Nusces, completely beyond the curb, telling you to yield.
Species: live oak, Quercus virginiana

M) TWISTED HOPE TREE - this grove of trees Is wrapped in
perfect camouflage. Species: multi

N) ON ITS LAST LEGS - Urban creeks are hotbeds for OddiTrees,
Including Shoal Creek, where flooding and disturbances mold
this landscape. From the Sheal Creek trailhead at W Sth St and
Henderson St, walk south. Afew hundred feet along this creekside
trail, @ tormented tree is grabbing hold of the creek bank as its
trunk pulls away, How long can the tree hold on? Species: TBD

©) URBAN CANOPY - As we densfy our urban surroundings we
bring trees with us because we love their form and ask them to
function and thrive in our urban canyons between buildings and
hot dry parking mesas without causing us trouble. Perhaps this
tree, on the northwest corner of W 6th St and West Ave, is the
perfact urban tree. Species: Fe, Ni, Cr,

P) HIGH VOLTAGE TREE -

A creek tree woven Into the pipes and condut below the
pedestrian bridge along West Ave bulges and bursts against its
metal competitor. Species: TBD.

Q) GROVE OF SELF-LOVE - These trees are clones and 2s a
result, they look and act the same. Look up. At about 7 feet high,
this entire grove of trees is grafting onto and “kissing" themsalves
Behold this grove of self-love.

Species: Crepe Myrtle, Lagerstroemia

R) TREE SNORKELS - Knotby wooden fingers emerging from
the mud beneath the 1st Street Bridge, are these natural root
extensions used for breathing, support, or to capture nourishment
for the tree? Nobody knows for sure.

Species: Bald Cypress, Taxodium Distichum

8) INTERSPECIES ROMANCE - These trees shared love of river
habitats brings them together in a taboo embrace. Species: Bald
Cyprus and Sycamore, Taxodium Distichum and Plantus.

T) CRAGGY GRASPING TREE - At the water’s edge, where a
support for the 1H-35 bridge reaches the ground, a tree is hugging
its old concrete friend.

Species: black willow, Saiix Nigra

Odditrees is a collaborative

project between Angela Hanson AUST[NS
and Austin’s Atlas. For more info N
on this & other Austin exploration ATILAS
guides, visit: austinsatias com.

Odditirees First Draft, 10.18.14,




ODUCTION:
eid guide expiores ihe Interactions of Wees and ther man-
, 83 wel a3 nafursl, environments arcund central Austin,
mote IS 15 @ Ars! drawork-i-progress. i you have eny
we'd love 20 hear [t austnsaties@yanco.com.

Is an Oddifree? if's a free that is out of the ordinary, and
more unique than s neighbors. Trees are magnicent
@ W and reacting to the natural and unnatursl forces
Sem and ax Shey preval in Snding 8 way fo lve among us
urban jungie of fast-growing Awstin, their frms become
BCO0N Of thelr emdronment. The closer you 100k around
more OddiTrees there are. Of course, If you ook hasd
gh...every free might be an OddiTree. Pause to recognize
at the resitence anc pervasivemess of frees In cur
envionment.

TUCTIONS:

contains visus! clues. The reverse side has a map and
nfo. We recommended you undertake this exploration
g doylight hours with a friend-as scon as It gets dark, many
shes and formafions wil be hard 10 see, and If you wak
d the oty with a map, you're siightly more vunerabie (sad
). Last, but not ieast, obey Sraffic signs and look both ways

crossing Me siree (It 18 a Jungie out Mere!)

HTRUTE:

want fo share an OadiTree of your own” Some features of
ces, Jch a3, fruit and nuts, gails, and widife inhatitants
ad but ephemal $o we & not Incude them In this map —but
can be shared vis our interactive onfine map at austmatas,
Ficose share your OudiTrees by using ine Sodaress
G In the instagram app (make sure Pholo Map is tumed
by emaling a JPEG and photo location to austincaliss
0.00m."For £Xira chues andior more detalied it on some of
> sites, or b0 see an odaity that is PERCHANCE no longer
vhit: austincatize.com/ODDITREES
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Austin's Atlas is a collaborative project interested in discovering, capturing, and expanding Austin's sense of place.

Austin's Atlas aims to accomplish the above through:
(Hlustrated) Pedestrian Guides
Crowdsourced Maps/ The Atlas
Place-Based Public Art Projects

Workshops + Walks + Events

CURRENT PROIJECTS:
Field Guide to the South Central Waterfront (in progress)

EVENTS::
April 30 All Day SCW Event (details coming soon)
Oct. 18 Photo Safari
Sept. 24 Found Object Walk
Walk and Draw #2/ #3

OTHER RESOURCES ON THE SITE:
Aggregated Maps of Austin
People and Projects We Like

PHILOSOPHY:
1. We believe one of the greatest joys in life is the act of discovery.
2. We believe in the active study of, and engagement with, our natural and man made surroundings.
3. We believe in walking and biking more, driving less.
4. We believe in art.
5. We believe in the power of place.
6. We believe the more we slow down, the closer we observe, and the more fully we listen—the more we can experience.
The more we experience, the more human we become.
7. We believe Austin’s Atlas encourages all of the above.



